THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COMIC BOOK HEROES: Volume |. Batman 
is a complete account of the adventures of one of the greatest crime fighters of the 
twentieth century. A massive work of research, clearly written, this book answers 


every question that the “batmaniac,” pop culture student, nostalgia buff, or general 
reader might ever have. 


Browsing through its pages, you will renew your acquaintance with such diabolical 
masters and mistresses of villainy as the Joker, the Penguin, and the Catwoman, and 
perhaps meet for the first time such crafty lesser lights as the Thinker, an “arch 
criminal, whose wasted body houses a restless, writhing brain.” Look up the “Joker” 
and find a detailed account of one of the most nefarious careers in crime known to 
the world. Look up the “batmobile” and find a long article detailing its origins, its 
evolution through four decades, and its various crime-busting gadgets, complete 
with illustrations of each of the models over the years. The “Batman” article itself, 
over one hundred pages long, is the definitive “biography” of the character. 


Volume! contains the detailed and definitive chronicle of the first 27 years of 
Batman's career: 


accounts of more than 1,000 separate adventures 
nearly 1,100 entries, ranging from a few lines to more than 100 pages 
220 rare illustrations culled directly from the comics 
e 408 pages, 380,000 words of text 
e the culmination of 7 years of research 
convenient A-Z format 


It has been designed for both the browser and the researcher. Great care has been 
taken to make it enjoyable as well as functional, entertaining as well as informative. 


It will stand as the ultimate source book on the life and times of a mythic lawman 
whose exploits have become the stuff of American legend. 


MICHAEL L. FLEISHER is a writer who lives in New York City with his dog, 


Pream, 
and his cat, Herman. 
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advance guard of some impending alien invasion 
Bat-Mite's undying faith in Batman is upheld, however, 
and he wins his wager with Mr, Mxyzptlk when Batman, 
correctly deduces their identities. 

‘Tappreciate your loyalty, Bat-Mite,” replies Batman 
with a pained expression after Bat-Mite has congratu- 
lated him, "... but won't you find someone else 10 

VF No, 152: "The Colossal 
‘The Magic of Bat-Mite and 


Mr, Mxyzpilk! 
BATMOBILE. The unique automobile, specially de- 
signed and equipped, which is the principal land ve- 
hiele employed by Barman and Row, (See Harmar 
{section E 2 a, the batmobile}.) 

BAT-PEOPLE, THE. A cunning race of olin, bat- 
winged people who, in their colorful costumes and 
banlike wings, bear a striking resemblance 10 the fis 
mous BATMAN. They inhabi "another dimension,” some- 
where beyond the "sonic barrier,” where they stage 
opened mass attacks on the peaceloving human 
civilization which inhabits the samo dimension: 

{In June 1958, while piloting tho natrtane through the 
pounding winds near the eye of a turbulent hurricane, 
Haiman and Ronn suddenly shatter the sonic barrier 
“at a speed ten timos groater than was evor thought 
possible,” only to fnd that their “high acceleration 
through the sonic harrier” has catapulted them inte the 
‘oxtradimensional world of the evil bat-people and thelr 
peace-loving human adversaries. Mistaken for bat 
‘people by the Fearful humans, they are swifly taken 
captive, dragged before the people's queen, and sen- 
‘enced 10 imprisonment in a dank castle dungeon: 

Hotore long, however, they have successfully proved 
their good intentions, established themselves as heroes 
in the eyes of their captors, and ereuted a fiery natural 
‘harrier designed to prevent the bat people from staging 
any further forays against the human stronghold. In 
addition, they help apprehend a band of traitor led by 
‘an unscrupulous royal minister named Arko, who huve 
boen secretly in league with the babpeople 10 over 
‘throw the eity and enslave its inhabitants, Finally, thelr 
work done, Batman and Rubin pilot the barhane hack 
through the sonic barvier to the safety of thole own 
dimension (BM No. 116/3: “The Winged Hat-People!”), 
MATPLANB, The unique airplane, specially designed 
‘and equipped, which is the principal aircratt employed 
bby BATMAN and Ronn. (See Barsan [section È 2b, the 
barplane]) 

BAT-SIGNAL. The powerful searchlight. with the aym- 
bol of a bat silhouetted against its lens, which Is sit 
‘ated atop the roof of police headquarters in GonHam. 
Cry and used by Potter Commssionen GORDON to 
summon the services al BATMAN and own, (See 
Barman [section 2 e, the bat-signal]) 

BATWOMAN, THE. A lovely ravershalred crime- 
fighter who functions periodically, from July 1956 
‘onward, as the crime-fighting colleague of Barnas and 
Ronix. Batwoman is in reality Kathy Kane, a wealthy 
heiress and onetime “circus daredevil performer” noted 
for her outstanding ability both as a trapeze artist and 
motorcycle stunt rider (Det No. 233: "The Batwoman”). 


“Bur ONE PAY AN INHERITANCE GAVE ME A 
CHANCE TO REALIZE MY AMBITION © 
[E 5 MERIT MY UNCLE"S ENTIRE PORTING] 
BRE CAN UBE MY PRLE 8 ‘Barman 
700, WILL SIGHT CRG- 1 CL 
E'A BAT WOMAN! 


Bat-Girl (we Bar-Gm [Merry Kane) in April 1901 and 
who functions periodically a» Baiwoman's erime- 
fighting partner from that time onward (AM 
"Dat-GIN! 

For her role as Batwoman, Kathy weary a clone- 
{iting yellow costume with red gloves, red ankle-tengthy 
buous, a lony ved cape, a rod poloted collar, and a red 
and yellow helt with a diamond-shaped buckle. Mer 
highly stylized facemask hs sometimes rod (Det No. 239, 
Jul 36: "The Batwoman; and others) and sometimes 
Yellow (BM No. 133/3, Aug 60) “Batwoman's Publilty 


‘et and oes 

"The red "shaulder-bag utitycase” that Batwoman 

slung nerona her shoulder contains an ext 
fray of ingenious eiime fgg equipment, including 
"a large powderpull” filled with sneezing powder, a 
perfume flask” Hiled with tear pas, «special "hairnet” 
which expands rapidly vo form a largo net for onsnaring 

minal (Det No, 233, Jul M6: “The Batwoman"), a 
ke-bomb lipstick, a necklace of Imitation pearls 
Arch Batwoman setters across the nor like marbles 
4o throw her opponents aff balance (Dot No, 276, Feb 
0: "The Return of Bat-Mhet"), a telescoping “pet: 
scope lipstick” which enobles. Hatwomi 10 peer 
round corners and over obstacles (Det No. 321, NOW 
‘8. "The Terrible Thot"), nd a special device which 
atman retors 1o as her "powder pull smoke sereen” 
(WF No. 190, Peb "84: “The Ghost of Batmant”). Bat 
woman's handsome “charm bracelets are really dis- 
fused steel handeutta” and her "shouldersbag sirap 

has weighted ends,” which enables her to detach it 
trom her ality case and use H as a serviceable "bats 
blo” Her principal means ot transportation is a high- 
powered red motoreycte called the “bat-cycke” (Det Na. 
253, Jul 3: “The Batwoman"). 

Kathy Kane's opulently appointed suburban man- 
sion stands directly over a “forgotten old minetunnel” 
Which Kathy has transformed into her own personal 
"bat-cave," complete with a modern “erime labora 
tory" and an allinclusive set of crime files, A secret 


Vorome 1. Barman 


Bie Ti 


CEAN 


SOLDER BAG UYLTY CASEN 

REAT MELE Ç 

Now, WTN NY CRIME- 

LABORATORY, MY FES, 
Peer rwo EW 

READY To acre 


ret Be A 


Barwoman, 1986 


stairway 
(Der No 


nests the bsa-cave with the mansion above 
243, Jul 6: “The Harwoman"), and "the old 
door” serves as a “secret entrance” connecting 
‘eave with the wuts LBM No. 116/2, Jun 'S8 
Matwoman’s New Identity”), One text veers 1o Kathy's 
bal-cave as her “batcavern” (BM No. 105/1, Fob 37: 
“The Challenge of Hatwonant”), but bat-cave is by far 
the most common renderi 
Robin, and Bat-Girl know that heiress 
yo Batwoman. For her part, Kathy has 
‘Bunce Wayne is Batman. 
(Det No. 292, Jun ‘6 "The 
iyi). Ax Kathy Kane, she has 
often been linked romantically with Bruce Wayne, 
While as Batwoman she has often been linked romanti 
cally with Batman. (See Barsan {rection J d, the rel 


Gangbuster 

Long before her first appearance as Batwoman, 
Kathy Kane was a skilled circus pertormer, renowned 
for her ability both ay a trapeze artist and trick motor 
eyelerider. Yet Kathy was not satisfied with her career 
as a perh he 
iom acrobat of all!” she thought, as she swung 
racetll from a high trapeze beneath the bug top, “He 
Mses his skill not for shows. but against 

Then, one day, an unexpected inheritance pave 
Kathy the opportunity to realize her life's ambition. “I 
inherit my uncle's entire fortune?” she thought happily. 
as she perused the ing her of hor inherit 
tance. "Now 1 can use my skills ax Batman does! |, (00, 
‘wil fight erime=1l be o Batwoman? 

‘After supervising the construction of a new 
in the suburbs of Gornaw Crry, carefully outfitting the 
bat-cave ben Tul costume 10 
conceal and undergoing a long and ar 
uous period of slf-training, Kathy was finally ready to 
begin her crime-fighting career as Batwoman 

In July 1956 Batwoman appears in Gotham City for 
the frst time, subdues two gunmen attempting to steal 
the “fare receipts” from the “new air terminal.” and 


sion 
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MY EW MANGION, T TRAINED LONO OR MF 
THis COSTUME WEL 
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then races away into the night on her bat-eyele before 
Batman and Robin can either stop her or learn her 
ident 

‘Wait cries Batman. "Whoew 
‘orusade against crime! The 
that nobody can wear a darman costume! 

‘You've wrong, Harman.” cries the fleeing Batwoman. 
"The law says ‘no man can wear it’ Lm a woman” 

As the Dynamic Duo race to their nxrMomta, Batman 
calls out his plan to Robin. “We'll trail her home." he 
‘exclaims, “and find out who she ieethat way we can 
stop her interference! 

"Barman, 1 give you t 
woman, as her bat-cyele ihe darknes 

~i you ever should penetrate my secret, you'll be 
automatically revealing your own identity! 

Batman and Robin give chase in the baimobile, but 
Batwoman elude through a narrow 
alley, where the ban fallow 

On the following night, the mysterious Batwoman 
appears in Gotham City once again, On two separate 
‘ovensions, she intervenes to rescue Barman from puih 
Jess mobsters, thus the Dynamic Duo to ap: 
prohond them, and then roars away on ber bateyele 
before Batman and Robin can question her about her 
IMeniity, Before long. Ratwomarrs heroic exploits have 
become the talk of Gotham City 

“She doesn't realize that she's been successful thus 
far becnuse of good luck!” observes Barman grimly 
‘And! she's so reckless that some criminal is bound 10 
find out her identity. Then. when that happens, she'll be 
in bad danger! 

Yot,” replies Robin, “sl 
M would expose y 

"ve got to risk that," replios Batman, “and reveal 
her Idontity-to prove t her she can't keep this upt If 
we only knew where her secret base ir 

That night, Bruce Wayne attends a lavish party at the 
home of Kathy Kane, unaware that his hostess is none 
other than the “mysterious and glamorous” Batwoman, 
At one point, after a news ar vent about Bat 
woman's exploits has played radio, Kathy 


Cuy says 


said that if we exposed her 
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turns to Bruce Wayne and wonders aloud “how - - any 
Woman [could] ever equal the great Barman” 

“You have to admire this Barwoman’s courage, 
though!" replies Wayne. 

‘Then, for a moment, both Bruce Wayne and Kathy 
Kane are left alone with their thoughts, "So she ad- 
mires Barman!” muses Wayne. "I only I could tell her 
Fm Barman-but 1 can't 

“Bruce is so good-looking," thinks Kathy ta herself, 
“sand he admires Barwoman! I-sigh-he only knew 
1m Batwoman!” 

Later, w the party breaks up, Wayne sees the pale 
glow of the matsIGNAE lighting up the pighttime sky 
and hastily changes into his Batman costume under 
cover of some nearby shrubbery. At the same moment, 
Kathy races into her bavcave and changes inte her 
Natwoman costume in response to the same alarm, and 
before long both Batwoman and the Dynamie Duo 
have arrives at the Tomorrow Chib, a "futuristic nigh 
‘lu outside town" which, for no apparent reason, is 
boing terrorized by an armed hoodlum. 

In the battle that follows, Baiwoman vries out a 
warning to Patman just in time 10 save himn fram boing 
rusho by a ling tuo and, momen er, Batman 
returns the favor by knocking Batwoman out of the 
way of a blow aimed at hor hy one of the nighichub's 
huge robotlike decorations, which hus been activated 
by the gunman wreaking havo at the lub, The rabot's 
mighty arm misses Batwoman completely, but Haman 
4s knocked unconscious by n glancing blow. Working 
alone, however, Batwoman captores the Mesh pua- 
man and then rowrns to tend to the fallon Daiman 

"While he's unconscious” thinks Batwoman, “=t 
‘ould 1 his mask and see who he isonet oan't do Ht 
Me pot stunned only because he tried to save me from a 
blow! Fm to blame for his plight. Ht wouldn't be fair for 
me 10 unmask himt” 

‘Within moments, Batman has revived, but although 
‘ho quickly recognizes rhe captured gunman as “ane al 
Hugo Varn's mob," the hoodlum refuses to explain his 
in for terrorizing the Tomorrow Chuh “Vorn would 

tason to order this pl 
“ato draw us here while he commited 


Suddenly, Batman spies a laryo advertising blimp, 
which “normally cruises over the city every night 
dropping suspiciously “toward the East Side seotion- 
toward the [Gotham City} mint!” 

Racing swiftly to the mint, Batwoman and the Dy’ 
namie Duo soon learn that Batman’s suspicions wero 
well-founded — that Hugo Vorn and his gang have 
commandeered the advertising blimp and are using it 
to stage a surprise raid on the mint, Working together, 
the three crimesfighters quickly thwart the attempted 
raid on the mint and take the Vorn gang into custody, 
but Batman allows Batwoman to turn the criminals 
over to the police by herself while he returns to the 
marcave with Robin to ponder the secret of Batwoman's 
dual identity. 

In recent conversations with the Dynamic Duo; 
Batwoman has employed a number of “circus term 
leading Batman to deduce that "Barwoman must be an 


‘expert circus performer” capable of the stunts that 
Batman and Robin have seen her perform during her 
‘encounters with criminals. Before long, the batcave's 
“file of theatrical and circus people” has yielded up the 
name and photograph of Kathy Kane. Then, a quick 
check of the batcave's "cave and tunnel charts” reveals 
the existence of “an old mine-tunnel leading 1 where 
Kathy's house now stands! 


mansion, she finds Batman and Robin waiting there 10 
greet her. “Hello.-Kathy! says Batman quietly, 

So you found me out!” replies Barwornan, “AIL 
Fightbut you've given away your own identity by 


doing sot" 
‘Liste, Kathy,” continues Batman, "if found you 
out, crooks could do so, too, eventually! Once they 
earned your real identity, you'd be in mortal danger!” 
1 never thought of that” replies Kathy, “E guess 
you're right! 1-111 quir my career as Marwomim . ; 1” 
Kathy joes on w explain, however, that she could alse. 
uover the secret of Batman’s entity, Ishe so ehoses 
for hidden behind the hugo Ratwoman porivait which 
inwards the entrance to her bat-eave “are cameras and 
Instrumvetts whieh take photos, Xray pietures, and 
record the hoighi and weight of everyone who comes in 
here!" 

Then you have enough sata there to irase my raal 
Identity!" remarka Harman: 

seri spear irkaii 
fms and record tapewet won't loak at thom! 1-1 could 
nover harm you, Barman?” 

“Thanks, Kathy!” replies Batman: 

On the way home, however, Harman reveals to Robin. 
that there wax nover actually any danger of Kathy's 
uncovering the seeret of his dual identity, “Phen you 
vow bunt that automatic X-ray and data device?” 
asks Robin. "Yes" replies Narman, "the camera-tensex 
concealed! in her portraits eye" made them the wrong 
Color, and investigated! I overexposed her films af me 
hetare she came! 

Sometime later, "a new trophy ts added to Batman 
bateave” ~ it inthe gigontie eolorportrait that used 10 
‘guard the batreave beneath tho Kane mansion, 

she wave me the portrait now that her careers 
cover! remarks Batman "I thought i would be an= 
‘reintotesting trophy!” (Det No. 293: "The Bat- 


In February 1957 Kathy. Kane recalls how, nome 
seven month earlier, Batman had uncovered the seeret 
ol her dual entity and made her promise to abandon 
her career as a erimeefighter, "IE only 1 could wear this 
{Barwoman] costume once again.” muses Kathy long 
ingly, “Just once! Suddenly, she is seized by an in- 
spiration. "Hmm maybe 1 can-and without break- 
ing my promise to Baman! 1 can wear it to the 
masquerade ball tonight!” 

Later, on her way to the masquerade party, the 
costumed Kathy passes the scene of a just-completed 
battle between the Dynamic Duo and a gang of erimi- 
nals who specialize in the theft of valuable art treas- 
tures. In the course of the fighting. a complex series of 


kume 1, Marsan 


fovents have take 
his ankle and is n 


» has severely sprained 
mentarily owt of sight, and Curt 


physical cu 


to now, the secret leader o 
sia ax the rosuli a a b 
red the cowi with wi 
‘rue identity. even from his 

etched on his face in 
‘Wack sont, the result af a recent chase wiih Daiman 
and Robin across the 1p 


‘with the unmasked Briggs. she leaps to the cones 
i Briggs, because of the cowblike outline 
rows his face, mast really be the unmasked Harman. 
‘When it becomes apparent that Briggs has become the 
victim of amnesia. Batwoman proposes that she and 
Robin take Wiggs 1o her babeave in order to retrain 
him thoroughly as a crimefighier, so the underworld 
‘will not learn that Batman has developed amnesia 

Robin plays alang with Batwoman. thinking that the 


secret of Batman's ideatity will he jeopardized if 
Batwoman discovers that both Batman and Brwe 
Wayne have injured ankles. Batman encourages Robin 
1o retrain the amnesine Briggs os a Batman ve that the 
underworld will not realize that the veal Batman is 
temporarily out of action because of an injury 


costume ae 
begins to function as the crime-fighting companio 
Robin and Rarwoman. At one point, however, unbe- 
knowns t0 either Robin or Batwoman, a maguzine 
picture jars Briggs's memory and snaps him out of his 
amnesia. He decides 1o continue as Batman, pretending 
‘hat he is stl suffering from a lens of memory. until he 
can lure Robin and Batwoman into a trap, 

Finally, after Robin, Hatwoman, and the Batman: 
‘lad Briggs have raced to the Chinatown Museum to 
‘prevent Rriggs's former cohorts from stealing a valua- 
‘le jado Buddha there, Rriggs turns an his crime fight 
ing companions and takes them 

iman. however. has discovered that Brigis 
ined his memory and, taking care 
injured ankle, he arrives on the scene in time 10 rexcue 
Robin and Batwoman from their captors and join them 
in apprehending Briggs and his hen 

Later, Robin apologizes to Darwoman for having 
deceived her about Brigge's true identity, and expresses 
his hope that she will forgive him. 

"Lido," replies Batwoman with a sigh, “and it was fun 
While W lasted... but it fooks like the Batwoman is 
Boing into retirement again!” (BM No. 105/1: "Tho 
Challenge of Batwoman'"). 

In September-October 1957. alter the notorious 
Errox Crate has broken out of the Metropolis Prison. 
Kathy Kane decides to resume her career as a crime 
fighter. “I, who was once Batwoman, could help Bat- 
‘man and Superman in this emergency!” thinks Kathy 
"Even though Batman discovered my identity and 
insisted 1 give up my career, he'd surely welcome my 
help now!" “IK could catch him.” she thinks to herself 
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as she faces toward Elton Craig's former hideout, 
it would show Batman what 1 can do! 

AL the abandoned hideout, Batwoman encounters 
Baman, Robin, and Surexstes and explains to them 
that sho felt contain that they would not mind her 
helping them. “We do mind,” insists Batman, “it 
big a visk! Remember, 1 discover identity, 
atwoman, and crooks would do the same! 

'Oh-all right!" retorts an angry Batwoman, “I'll go 
hack home agin 

On the way home, however, Batwoman passes an 


abandoned chemical factory and, on a hunch, steps 
Inside 10 look for Ehon Craig, Ultimately, Batwoman 
hend» Craig, but not before she has become 


slowed with temporary super-powers as the result of 
swallowing a special “radioactive capsule” Invented 
lung ago by the Kryptonian scientist Joma, Super: 
man's father 

Alter returning Craig to the Metropolis Prison, 
Batwoman — whore superpowers will nat fade away 
{or about twenty-four hours — rejoins Hatman, Robin, 
and Superman at Craig's old hideout and telly them 


‘bout what has happened 1o her 
"but superpowers can be dangerous!” insists Hat 
man. "You must go home and stay safely quiet until 
your powers have faded away! 
“Batman,” replies Batwoman, “Fm ured of your 
ng me! Just becouse you found out my identity, 
think you're superior and keep lecturing me!” 


m going to 
claims Batwoman to the assembled crime-fighters 
‘won't tell anyone, but that'll keep you from bossing 
me” 

Batwoman attempts to use her newly acquired Xray 
vision to peer through the Dynamic Duo's face-maska. 
but Barman has already taken the precaution of asking 
Superman to line their masks with lead, which X-ray 
vision cannot penetrate. When Superman makes n 
remark 1 the effect that Batman has satwitted her 
‘once again, Batwoman becomes furious. “I've got 
super-powers for twenty-four hours” she declares. 
‘and TII use those to discover your seeret identi 
somehow! From now on, I'm out to learn your secrets!” 

Vor the next twenty-four hours, the temporarily 
super powered Batwoman makes a determined effort 
to uncover the seoret identities of Batman, Robin, and 
Superman, but the three crime-fightery manage to 
‘outst her at every ‘All right.” conlesses Mat 
‘woman, after the twenty-four hours have elapsed and 
her super-powers have finally disappeared, "you [i 
Superman] and Batman have won-T1 go back home 
and never be Batwoman again" 

'No, Batwoman,” replies Batman, “we think you've 
want You showed such cleverness and courage that 1 
can't ask you to drop your career completely. Just be 
careful! 

"Oh, Batman-Superman,” cries Batwoman happily 
you're darlings after all!” (WH No. 90: “The Super: 
Batwoman!") 

Th November 1987 Pi 

summons Bruce Wayne to his office and asks him to 
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accept a dangerous undercover assignment, He ex- 
plains that “dangerous convict” Squint Neely has 
‘somehow obtained a copy of "the builder's blueprint of 
Gotham Prison!" With it, continues Gordon, Neely and 
other imprisoned conviets “could find an escape route 
out of prison!” 

Gordon asks Wayne t allow himself 1o be unmasked 
as the Collector, a notorious criminal currently being 
‘sought by the Gotham City police, According to the 
plan, Wayne would allow himself to be arrested, tried, 
and convicted of the Collector's crimes so that he could 
become Squint Necly's cellmate at the Gotham Prison 
and, hopefully, discover where Neely has hidden the 
important blueprint." warn you, i's risky,” eonsludes 
Gordon, "because, for security reasons, no one else 
not even the warden-wil know the truth! Will you do 
we 

“When do 1 start?” ruplion Wayne. 

{nthe days that follow, Bruse Wayne i “unmasked 
as the notorious Collector, (vies and convicted on the 
basis of tuhe evidence carefully. manufactured by 
Polive Commissioner Gordon, and then ventenved 10 a 
torm In Gorham Prison as Squink Neelys calhnate, 

My promising Neely $80,000 he wil help him escape 
from prison, Wayne persuades Neely 40 let him take 
‘part nthe mass breakout attempt schodulod for the 
following might. Then, on the day ofthe escape attempt, 
Wayne waits until Neely hus recovered the blueprint 
from its hiding place inside a vat of soap flakes in the 
prisan laundry, then seizes the bluoprint and rings a 
‘nearby alarm to summon the warden and the prison 
guards. Before the guards have arrived on the seene, 
however, Noviy, enraged at Wayne for having double- 
‘rossed him, seizes a henvy laundry iron and rushes at 
Wayne, only w slip in a puddle of soap fakes and die 
almost instantly afer striking his hend on the coneree 


loor. 

‘When the guards arrive the other convits, bitir at 
Wayne for having thwarted their escape aitompt, ac- 
«vse him of having masterminded it and hen of having 
murdered Neely when Neely attempted 10 sound the 
alarm. Within seconds the plot has taken a bizwere tum 
‘as Bruve Wayne is charged with the murder of Squint 
Neely 

“Walt!” cries Wayne, 
Dim away to his cell; 
Gordon! Hel chear me” 

“Gardon?” exclaims the warden. "That's Impossiblo! 
He was in an auto aceident~and has been in a coma 
ever since! 

In the words ofthe textual narrative, "The machinery 
‘of the law grinds swiltiy-and Bruce soon finds himself 
in that place of last hopes... the DEATH HOUSE,” 
awaiting execution for the firstdegree murder of 
Squint Neely 

When a fearful Dick Gnavsor visits him in prison. 
‘Wayne suggests that he call on Batwoman and ask for 
her help in establishing his innocence, Later, when 
Robin pays a visit to the Kane mansion, Kathy Kane 
agrees to help Bruce Wayne in any way she can, but 
only on the condition that Robin agree to work out of 


a prison guard starts 1o lead 
li up Police Commissioner 


her bat-cave, and follow her orders, just as he would 
Batman’s. 

In the days that follow, Batwoman and Robin engage 
in a series of battles with the Collector and his 
henchmen on the theory that only by apprehending the 
teal Collector can they establish that Wayne is not the 
Collector and lend credibility w his claim that he had 
allowed himself to be tried and convicted as the Col- 
lector only as part of an undercover mission for Police 
‘Commissioner Gordon, 

Ironically, although Batwoman is the self-appointed 
leader of their erime-tighting effort, it is Robin's quick 
thinking and fine detective work which ultimately 
enable them to apprehend the Collector and his cohorts 
and establish Bruce Wayne's innocence just an Wayne 
is being led down the infamous lant mile to hi» door in 
ihe Gohar aan eueounion chamber, Time and agains 
‘atwoman overlooks Important clus, only to 
Robin corveetly interpret the physical evidence 

Laner, afte the real Collector has heen jailed and 
‘race Wayne has been released from prison, Unt- 
woman apologizes for her somewhat arbitrary behav: 
Jon, "t shoulda’ have buen so smug about those ohuus!” 
she confesses “I've been a fool- 

“No, Batwoman,” replies Wayne, “irom what 
tells mo, he couldn't have racked this case wi 
‘your fino help! Batman himself couldn't have 
better!” (Det No. 249: The Crime of Bruce j 

in June 1988 Batwoman poses a» a blond photogras 
pher at the Tally Ho Ciub as part of a plan to ap 
prehend the infamous Funny Fact Gana. When one of 
the pang members sees through her disguise, Bab- 
woman is taken prisoner and carvied captive to the 
inng's warehouse hideout on the Gotham City water- 
froni. She manages, huwever, tu summon Batman and 
Robin, who swiftly invade the warehouse hideaway, 
rescue Batwoman. and, with her help. apprehend the 
eau Funny Foo ng CRM No. 1/2 aot 
New Identity", 

în October 1954 Batwoman and Viens VALE are 
honen as the finalists in Gorham City’s annual Woman 
of the Year comest, Hocause the judges are unable to 
pree on a final decision, they give Batwoman and Vicki 
‘ix additional hours "in which 1o prove who Is more 
talented in hor chosen Held.” in order to give them o 
busts for selecting the final winner (BM No, 119/1: “Fhe 
Areh Rivals ol Gotham Chy”). 

In March 1959 Dick Grayson, the boy who tx secretly 
Robin, fnll» asleep in an armchair und dreams that 
Kathy Kane has become the wife of Bruce Wayne, and 
therefore the wile of Batman, The dream roaches a 
trapte climax when Kathy's careless interference in her 
husband's crime-fighting affairs results in the exposure 
‘ot his secret identity to the underworld (BM No. 122) 
“The Marriage of Batman and Batwoman!"), 

in August 1989 Batwoman, summoned to the rescue 
by a frantically barking Bat-Hound (see Ack (rite 
Bar-Houwo)), uses a steam shovel to dig Batman and 
Robin our of an abandoned gold mine after they have 
been trapped there by the notorious Mr, Midas. Then 
she joins forces with Batman, Robin, and Bat-Hound to 


Voume 1. Barwan 
apprehend Mi. Midas and his entire gang of gold 
thieves (UM No. 125/1: "The Secret Lile of Bat 
Mound” 


In September 1999 Batwoman joins forces with 
Matman and Robin w apprehend the Fuetly (we Fine 
ix, Tae [Th Cawson). 
heses emvies 
man who is seereth 
dences has ed 
Carvon is secretly Rou 
the Firefly shudders Rarwaman, 
hed his true colors and taken her 
(prisoner. “Aad 1 fll ba love wi ‘because I thought 
he was Barman! What a fool Fe hoen! What a mistake 
1 made. 

Bateman manages ts 
fever, in ime to help Bat 
villain and his henchmen 
wene of a daring robber 
Natural History (BM No. 128/3: "The Menace of the 
Viretty 

‘During this same period, Barwuman helps foil» plat 
bby the evil Lex Lumon to destroy Superman (WH No, 
104, Sep 9: "The Flot to Destroy Superman!”) 

An February 1980 Batwoman — who is helped, and 
occasionally hindered, by the mischievous Bar 
Marre ~ joins forces with Bauman and Robin to appre- 
hend the notorious Hobby Robber (Det No. 276: “The 
Return of BabMitet”), During this same period, Bat 
‘woman joins forces with Batman and Robin to ap- 
‘pretend the cunning villain known as the Sriwyrn (BM 
No. 12971. Feb 60, “The Web of the Spinner!”), 

An April 1960 Arr composes his first “imaginary 
tale." an entirely fictional account “ol what possibly 
might happen... in the future!” In it, an elderly 
Batman announces his retirement from crime-hghting 
and settles down to a life of relaxation with Kathy 
Kane, “whom he had long ago married...” Dick 
Grayson, now a grown man. inherits 
and continues the fight against crime ax 
While the Waynes’ young son. Bruce Wayne, Jr., joios 
Mim as Robin IL At une poini, Barman I and Ro 
are taken captive by the Babyface Jordan gang, but 
‘Bruce Wayne and his wife climb into their old vrime 
fighting costumes and rave w the rescue, and before 
Jong Bauman I and Robin H have been troed and the 
‘mobsters taken into custody (BM No. 131/3: “The 
‘Second Batman and Robin Team’). 

1 August 1960 Ratwoman finds that she has taken on 
‘more trouble than she has bargained for when she 
‘agrees, albeit reluctantly. to allow BarSte to become 
her "new partner” (BM No. 133/3: "Batwoman's Pub 
Hicity Agent!” 

In November 1940. when a prebistoric "man: 
beast” — kept alive in a state of suspended animation 
Inside a block of ice at the Gorham Museum — comes 
alive, fees the museum. and runs amok in Gotham City, 
it is Batwoman who eases the man-beast’s ravenous 
hunger with a roast chicken and thus enables Batman 
and Robin 10 return him to a cage at the museum 
Later, after the man-beast has been released Irom his 


time. as Kathy Kane, she 
a romance with Ted Carson, the 
he Firetly, af 
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cage by a murderer who hopes to blame the man-beast 
for his own crime. the man-beast leaps to Batwoman's 
rescue when she is attacked by a mountain lion and 
dies when he and the struggling mountain lion plum 
met over the edge of a cil, “He-he sacrificed his lile 

me!” sobs Batwoman. “Perhaps it's better this 
1" suggests Batman softy. "The world he knew died 
ito! Hod he lived. he would have been » freak 
timet” (Det No. 288: 

By December 190 Kathy Kane has purchased an 
unusual Tibetan beli from Carter's Curio Shop, um 
aware of the tact that the belt is endowed with bizarro 
pensers and that, when reunited with its two missing 
parts —a gold buckle and a red star which fits inside 

M wili endow its wearer with superstrength. the 
‘and other fabulous 


powers 

During this period, Borwoman joins farwes with 
Batman and Robin w battle a mysterious costumed 
villain named Star-Man, who i» determined to pomes 
te three vital parts of the fabulous Tibetan bell: Por a 
Mmo, I appears that Batwoman will weaken and dio ax 
a torul of a “strange force” amsociated with the inter- 
tion of the belt's parts, but she and the Dynamie Duo 
ultimately defeat Star-Man, reunite the belts three part 
long enough to banish the mysterious force that has 
sapped her strength, and then destroy it because, 
in Batwoman's words, “I's far too dangerous for a 
mortal to possess!” (Det No. 286 “The Doomed Bat- 
woman!"). 

Jn April 1961, the month which marks the textual 
debut of Bat-Girl Gee Ba-Gon (Berry Kank), Bat- 
woman joins forces with Barman, Robin, and Bat-Girl 
to apprehend the notorious Cobra Gang (BM No. 130/3: 
“Bat-Girl. 

In May 1961 Batwoman becomes accidentally en- 
lowed with superhuman powers and falls under the 
control of the evil scientist Lax Luruon, She is rescued 
from his clutches, however, through the herole effort» 
‘of Batman. Robin, and Superman (WP No. 117) “The 
Super- Bowoman and the Super-Creaturel”). 

În June 1961 Batwoman helps Batman and Robin 
apprehend the “Rocers” Rooas gang (Det No. 292 
“the Colomus af Gotham Chty!”) 

In August 1961 Batwoman joins forces with Batman, 
Robin, and Bat-Girl to apprehend the criminal known 
fay the Moth (BM No. 141) “Bawoman’s Junior 
Partneri"). (See MarGuw (Merry axe) 

In December 1961 Batwoman and Batman leave 
ham City for Washington, DC, where they are 
scheduled to testify before a Senate crime committee. 
In thoir absence, Police Commissioner Gordon asks 
Robin and Bat-Girl to patrol Gotham City on their own, 
but he does not reckon on the mischievous intervention. 
ot Bat-Mite (BM No Hak "BatMite Moots Mat 
Girl”) (See Bar-Gumt [Berry Kawe}) 

Tn April 1962 Batwoman helps Batman and Robin 
apprehend the gang vf eminal headed by the villain 
Vukan (Det No. 302: “The Bronse Menace!”). (See 
Winns, Hanny.) 
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In September 1967 Arrua, THE EXPERIMENTAL Max, 
falls in love with Batwoman and ultimately sacrifies his 
life to save her after she has become trapped on the 
crumbling ledge of a rocky cliff (Det No, 307: “Alpha, 
the Experimental Mant”). 

In November 1962 Batman is elected king of a gala 
Mardi Gras festival, and Batwoman is chosen to serve 
‘ay his queen. When Batman insists that Vick! Vale be 
allowed 10 share the regal honors because of her role in 
solving two recent murders, Batwoman becomes furi- 
‘un, but has no choice but to grant Batman's request. 
“Imagine,” fumes Batwoman jealously, "Barman 
choosing her to share this honor with me! Hmmmph 
(Det No, 30: “The Mystery of the Mardi Gras Mur 
ders 

Tn January 196} Barwoman joins forces with Batman 
and Robin in an attempt to apprehend the CarMax 
Barwoman’s role in the battle is samewhat complicated 
by the fact that the Cat-Man has fallen in love with her 
(Det No. 311: "The Challenge of the Cat-Man!™), 

In February 1963 Baiwoman joins forces with Rap 
man, Robin, and Bat-Girl (see Bat-Girt [Beny Kane) to 
detent the ovil extradimensional scientist Zemo (BM No. 
180 chs: 1d = "Prisoners of Threw Worlds)"; "Death 
from Beyond”; "Dimension of Doom’), 


‘aroun and Murman, 1481 New 190) 


In August 1963 Hatwoman once again becomes em: 
broiled in a dendly battle with the villainous Can MAN. 
(Det No, M& "The Cat-Man Strikes Back”) 

In November 1963 Batwoman rescues the Dynamic 
Duo just as it appears that they have been hopelessly 
doomed to a grisly death in outer space by the Tenn- 
uur Taio (Det No. 321: “The Terrible Trio!” 

During this same period. Batwoman and Bat-Girl (see 
Bat-Girl [Betty Kanel) apprehend the Joren as he 
attempts to flee the scene of a daring robbery at the 
Gotham Museum (BM No, 159/1, Nov '63: “The Great 
Clayface-Joker Feud!) 

In February 1964—the month in which Batman, 
Robin, and Superman join forces to apprehend the 
SPHINx GANG — a series of events occur which convince 


Barwoman that she has been correct all along in as- 
‘suming that Bruce Wayne is secretly Batman. Wayne 
Ultimately succeeds in persuading Batwoman that she 
has made a mistake, however. by means of an elaborate 
ruse involving the complicity of Superman, Robin, and 
Alfred (WF No. 139: “The Ghost of Batman?) 

In March 1968 Batwoman joins forces with Batman 
avid Robin in another battle with the diabolical Car- 
Max (Det No. 325: “The Strange Lives of the Cat- 
Man). 

Durning this same period, after the evil Enx: Baroc 
has transformed Baman inw a gorillalike “beast: 
human” with his diabolical “transform 
Batwoman who befriends the benial “Batman cres- 
ture” by offering M some fruit Ww eat. Later. alter 
Barwoman, Robin, and Rat:Hound have finally made 
their way to the villain’s hideout, Barroc attempts to 
destroy them by loosing bis collection of wid animals 
‘rum their cages, The Batman creature, however, sees 
ms triend arwoman in danger and uses its strength to 
defeat the ferocious animaba. thus enabling Bateoman 
and Robin to apprehend Barroc and his accomplice 
Aand. with the aid of the transformation ray, to restore 
Basman to his normal human condiiion (BM No. 162/1, 
Mar ‘4: "The Batman Creature!”). 

World's Finest Comics No. 184 contains an “imagh 

nary tale” in which Kathy Kane appears as the wile of 
Bruce Wayne and the mother of their son, Bruce 
Wayne. Jr. while Lois Last appears as the wife of 
Ghani Kiser and the mother of their som, Kakik, Jr- 
Afr the youngsters have had a childish quarrel over 
\whowe father is the most impreesve hero, thet mothers 
tahe up the argument and reuse w allow their sams 10 
play with one another anymore. Bruce Wayne, Jr. and 
Kabtl, Jr ultimately reunite their warring families by 
pretending to leave home At ane point they are kid- 
mapped by an escaped convict named Nappy Klains. 
the so-called “Napoleon of crime.” but they join forces 
as a sort of junior Batman Superman team and ap- 
prehend their abductor (Dec '68: “The Sons of Super- 
man and Batman!” pis. 1-2—m0 tihe: “The Junior 
Super Team). 
BECKETT, TOM. An explorer who i» secretly the 
adopted son of “Grey Mike” Riggs. a poten criminal 
‘executed at Raxter Prison norih of Goran Cry in 
March-April 1984 after being apprehended by BATMAN 
and Roms: 

Seus after Riggs’ execution, Becken is stricken by a 
rare jungle malady contracted during a recent expedi- 
tion and informed by his physician that he has mly a 
month wo live, “Crazed by the fear of death” and ror- 
tured by the memory of his foster father's recent 
execution, Beckett ~ his sanity fading ~ viras Wo devote 
his final month of life tothe destruction of Batman. "It 
1 must die,” muses Beckett “I will not die in vain! The 
man who killed my father-Batman~dics with me! This 
well be my revenge” 

In the days that follow, Beckett makes a series of 
laborate bat unsuccessful attempts at murder-suicide. 
cach designed to bring a violent end to his own termi- 
nal illness while simultaneously destroying Batman 


Vouome 1. Barman 


Diumatety, however. Warman prin 
tors with a Wthekniwn native remedy that cures 
Beckett of his disease and coropictely restores his san 
o that he is mo longer possessed by the senseless 

ÀM Batman in order to avenge his 


father's death (WF No. #* “The Man Who Wanted 10 
Die with Matman!”) 

ELDON, “BRAINS.” The leader of a gang of criminals 
who cone dlatenate ut make afl with 
$29,000,000 being transported to the new I 

of the Gotham National Bank in è con 
tucks. The Dynamic Dy 

Helden 


‘of armored 
apprehend the 


fighting 
eass hampered bs 
the fact that te gem factory 
has so altered Barmav's bodily structure that regula 

‘breathe “only 


me \atensity that he repre 
ali te around him 
bot thn dilemma. Baimon orders the 


Crati. powered by compressed air ted wit 
prea dame of tamparen pl 
ial telescoping arm and pincers which can be 
‘operated from within, and supplied continually with 
‘evlingers of methane gas to enable Batman to breathe 
imide it without diay 

Yor a nme. Barman fight crime succesfully from 
‘within his transparent prison. but nevertheless, by 
means of à cunningly contrived diversion, Belden and 
his henchmen succeed in luring the city's policemer 
away from the bank convoy long enough to loot the 
‘eurrency-laden trucks and Dee sith the $20,000,000. 
Barman gives chase and, in the course of attempting to 
‘apprehend them. i accidentally struck by a falling 
[power line. somchens. the “Wremendous jolt of electric 
Wy” that surges threnigh his besty counteracts Batman's 
“atrange condition” and restures him to normal, and he 


lafverward (Det No M). Mar 8 
Maman) 

BELINDA. An alias employed by the Carwouan in 
AprileMay 1944 when she roses as a maid in the lavish 
home of her accomplice Craven in order to enable het 
to mingle with the servants of local wealthy families 
and learn where their valuables are hidden. ALruro 
becomes quite smitten with Melinda unul he lea 

she i» secretly the Catwoman (BM No. 22/1) "The 
Duped Domestics!” 

WELL, LONGHORN. The leader of a gang of criminals 
Who, aided by a geologit named Duane. successfully 
plunder a series of subterranean “stom caves” = be 
Tead-lined caves used by iatitutions and wealthy indi 
viduals to safeguard their art treasures and other 
‘valuables in the event of an atomic attack — until they 
are finally apprehended by Baruax and Romx in 
December 1951-January 1952 At one point, after 
Duane s sensitive geological instruments have disclosed 
the existence of a large. sprawling cave beneath the 
Wayne mansion — a cave whose specifications do not 
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conform to those characteristic of an atom cave — Bell 
and his cohorts tunnel their way into the MATEAVE 
certain that they have inadvertently stumbled upon the 
secret identities of Batman and Robin. Aided by 
Aurenn, however. Batman and Robin trick the rimin 
als into believing that the cave they have uncovered i 
only an elaborately equipped subterranean set bein 
used in the filming of a Batman movie (BM No. 68/1 
Atom Cave Raiders”) 

OWS, RALPH An unscrupulous Gora Cnv 
mpi to capitalize on the fact 

that an honest ex-convict named Bd Stinson has just 
gency tor ex-convicts by rob- 
henis and then 

‘so that the miss 


‘ned an emplosmient 


‘Rows in October 1986 (BM No. 108/2: “The League of 
RaConvicts") 

ELTT (Warden). The brutal warden of an out-of-state 
prison farm and the secret leader of the so-called 


Whiskers Mob, a gang of criminals who pull daring 
then vanish before they can be appro- 

‘comprised of 
Dison tarm inmates who, in concert with their warden 
and his corrupt prison atafl, sneak away from the 
prison farm 40 commit robberies and then quickly 
return to the prison farm to establish perfect albis for 
themselves. After apprehending the Whiskers Mob in 
the act of commiting a robbery at a local oll field, 
Barmax and Romn return to the prison farm with the 
focal sheriff and his deputies and take Warden Beltt 


and Wis stall way (AM Now 47/2, Junul a 
"The Chain Gang Crimes!” 
BELVOS. The faristant planet which i» the home of 


the evil Kion BATMAN, Roms. and SUPERMAN visit 
Belvon in December 1961 (WF No. 122: "The Capture of 
Superman!” 

BENNETT, "KEYS! 


"A wanted criminal who has eon- 
since he received 
face. Bennett and 


an unusual key-shaped sear on hi 


his henchmen are apprehended by Barsan and Roum 
in October-November 1982 (BM No. 73/2: “Vicki Vale's 
Secret!"). (See Vate. Viena) 

BENTLEY. The head of the Argus Motion Picture 
‘Company, the company which produces the horror fin 
Dread Castle 


June 1940, “Stay with me,” insists 
aruas and Romx have defeated the 
face Gee Cuavrace (Basn. Katto), “and 
you have o career in the movies!” “Sorry!” replies 
Botan, “Our career is our constant battle ay 
erime and evilt” (Det No. 40) 

By March 1941 Dread Castle has bewn releases, and 
the “rave notices” that Jur Mapio has received for 
her role in it have made her a star. Convinced that 
Julie's new fame calls for a more glamorous name, 
Bentley instructs his publicity manager, Gabby Feat, 10 
come up with an exciting stage name, and Pest con- 
‘ceives the name Portia Storme. During this period. 
Bentley again offers Batman a career in filma, but once 


